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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

It is with great joy and enthusiasm that I join the Schuylkill Valley School District.  My entry into the 

District comes at a time that has left students and parents across the Commonwealth longing for a 

return to ‘normal’.  The District has been working to provide varied educational opportunities to families 

and that effort will continue.  We know how very important it is that students have the opportunity to 

learn from our very own SVSD teachers. They are exceptional and we remain dedicated to providing 

ways by which that can happen for the 21-22 school year.  We will remain in contact over the next 

weeks regarding additional options and will continue to send communications about the District’s path 

forward.   

Over the next months, and during my transition, I will be making every effort to meet with as many 

parents and families as I possibly can.  I’ll be doing this through in person visits.  I will be working 

closely with Dr. Heilman, Sue Christman and my entry team members to ensure that these events and 

dates are communicated broadly.  During our meetings I hope to get to know you, and I hope you’ll get 

to know me. I also hope that the meetings will give me a chance to hear about your hopes and dreams 

for your child’s education, the District, and most importantly to hear what the administrative team can 

do to partner with parents!  In addition to these meetings, you’ll likely see me at some of the athletic 

and other events that are being held on the weekends, and I invite you to stop and introduce yourself!  

You’ll be able to spot me as I’ll be proudly and prominently wearing SVSD Panther gear!  

Finally, I want to end this letter by congratulating Dr. Janet Heilman on her new position as the 

Assistant Superintendent of Schools.  Dr. Heilman has been a fearless leader, led by purpose and 

mission.  She has led with a heart that was fueled by her deep commitment to the Schuylkill Valley 

School District and to each of you.  I am honored and excited to have the opportunity to work with her. 

I know that her leadership will continue to be an asset as we all work together to move the District 

forward. 

With enthusiasm for the 21-22 school year, 

Dr. Cathy L. Taschner 

Superintendent of Schools 


